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Officers and Committee of the Society Annual Subscriptions from 1st January 2010

Chairman:

Single Membership: £10.00
Alastair MacLeay Joint Membership: £15.00
Prospect House Life Membership Single: £100.00
Trudoxhill Life Membership Joint: £150.00
Frome, BA11 5DP 836595
Vice-Chairman: CHEQUE PAYMENTS
Vacant The Treasurer asks that all cheques should be
Secretary: made out to "Frome Society for Local Study" or
Pat Eames "F.S.L.S." The Bank does not normally allow
49, Mendip Drive cheques made out to individuals to be paid into
Frome, BA11 2HT 464464 the Society account.
Treasurer: We do welcome Standing Orders , and a form is
Derek Wilson available from Sheila Powell or can be
2, Hawksworth Close downloaded from our website, www.fsls.org.uk
Frome, BA11 2XW 462471

Membership Secretary:
Sheila Powell

44, Berkley Road

Frome, BA112EH 464591

Members:

Donald Heseltine 471039

Jennie O’Kane 467787

Paul Truscott 300141

Anne Wallis 463378

Alan Yeates 461804

Chairman of Frome & District Civic Society All winter lectures will be held at St Catharine’s
John Peverley 462644 Church Hall in Park Road at 2.30 p.m. except

for the A.G.M. which will be at 2 p.m.

Published by Frome Society for Local Study Typeskagout by Alan Yeates info@fsls.org.uk
Printed by Frome Community College Registered Gldio. 292340
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Report from the Chairman

We look forward to another varied set of Your Committee have made two donations of
lectures this winter which have again been £350 each to support the redecoration and
organised for us by Jennie O’Kane, John maintenance of Berkley Church and the
Peverley and Anne Wallis. There should be a restoration of the organ at Christchurch
broad appeal to all members of the Society and Irespectively.
would like to thank them for their hard work on Clare Merritt is organising the annual dinner,

our behalf. It has been suggested that we shouldWhich will again be in the Assembly Rooms. It

arrange an open lecture next summer to COinCid%in take place on Friday 8th January next year
with the 10th Frome Festival; this would be and the menu will be enclosed with the new

along the same lines as that given ;Y Roge;] Yearbook which should be available in early
Thorne at Rook Lane Chapel to mark its 300t October. | hope that as many of you as possible

anniversary in 2007. Please could | ask you to will be able to attend.

give any ideas that you have to a Member of the
Committee. Finally, if you do not already pay your annual

subscription by Standing Order and are happy to
do so, please could | ask you to fill in the form
which is enclosed and forward it to our
Membership Secretary, Sheila Powell. This will
save her a huge amount of work in collecting
your subscriptions, and help us to keep them at
the current level.

| would also like to thank Clare Kerin, Jennie
O’Kane, John Peverley and Anne Wallis for
having organised such a successful range of
visits this summer. Those of us who were
fortunate enough to go on the trip to York and
Lincoln have a great debt to Ann and Donald
Heseltine for arranging such a complex and
efficient programme. Alastair MacLeay

A PLEA FROM THE TREASURER

Your Committee work hard to produce a varied
and interesting programme of lectures and visits
throughout the year, together with a Yearbook or
map of local interest. It is the Committee’s wish
to hold the subscriptions at current levels as long
as possible; to achieve this, we need your help.

Subscriptions are due annually ghJanuary; if

you have not already made a Standing Order and
would like to do so, please could you fill out the
form which is enclosed with Contact.

Prompt payment via the Bank makes the job of
the Membership Secretary so much easier.
Similarly, please could you fill in the Gift Aid
form, if you are a UK tax payer and send them to
Mrs Sheila Powell, 44 Berkley Road, Frome
BA11 2EH. We can then reclaim 28p for every
£1 from HM Revenue and Customs, when you

pay your subscriptions Rodney Goodall signing copies of his book on

the Industries of Frome at the launch at the Silk
Derek Wilson, Treasurer Mill on 7 July.
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Winter Lectures 2009 - 10

10th October - Laura Brown: The American
Museum

Laura Brown s

Head of Learning

and Visitor Services

at the American

Museum and she

has worked there

for five years.

Her talk will cover the history of the museum
including the background of its founding members,
the significant periods of development in its early

, : ot
years, and the current period of improvement which

will culminate in the museum’s 50th anniversary in
2011.

24th October - John Bishton: Bruton’s buildings
John Bishton is the long-term
Honorary Secretary of the
Bruton Trust and was a
member of the Somerset
Building Preservation Trust
when it was involved with the
rescue of Rook Lane Chapel.
He will describe to us the
uniqueness of Bruton, the
geography of the Town and the link with St. Adelm.
He will comment on the differences between Bruton
and Frome.

7th November - Dr. Brenda Buchanan: Turnpikes
and the Great West Road

Brenda Buchanan is an

honorary research fellow

at the Centre for the Histo-

ry of Technology of the

University of Bath.

She will be speaking

about the story of the

Great West Road and the

way it was improved by the different Turnpike Trusts
at various times, latterly under the guidance of mem
bers of the Mc Adam family.

21 November - Jenny Chesher: Vernacular Build-
ings of Somerset*

Jenny Chesher, a

member of the Ver-

nacular Architecture

Group and formerly

a Conservation Offi-

cer with Mendip Dis-

trict Council, has for the past ten years worked for
English Heritage as an Historic Buildings Inspector
throughout the South West region.

She will talk about the evolution of plan forms in
Somerset houses from the medieval period and how
his reflected social trends and the changing needs of
their occupants.

5 December - James Bond: Somerset Parks and
Gardens - a history of landscaping*
James Bond, who is a
writer and researcher on
landscape history, has
served as a part-time ex-
ternal tutor in the Depart-
ments of Continuing
Education of several universities, including Bristol
and Oxford. His book on '‘Somerset Parks and Gar-
dens' was published in 1998. He will tell us about his
researches, discoveries and experiences in writing the
book, and the help he received from local historians
Michael McGarvie and the late Dr. John Harvey. The
talk will cover parks and gardens throughout the
County, as well as those nearer to Frome.

19th December - Alan Stone: Silas the Postman

Alan Stone will entertain us with

a characterisation of Silas who

was a rural postman for 40 years.

From 1868 until 1909 he walked

17 miles a day totalling an esti-

mated 245,000 miles. Alan un-

earthed a wealth of information

from Post Office records and a

large number of descendants who still remember Silas.

During his long retirement Silas became a local celeb-
rity.
This talk will be followed by Christmas tea.
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9th January - Amy Frost: William Beckford
Amy Frost has been Adminis-

trator of Beckford’'s Tower

and Museum in Bath since

2002. She will talk of Beck-

ford and his life, from his ear-

ly years on the Fonthill Estate,

through the building of Fon-

thill Abbey and his time in

Bath.

This year marks the 250th Anniversary of Beckford’s
birth.

23rd January Chris Sperring: Conserving

Somerset’s Owls and Wildlife
Chris  Sperring is a
professional wildlife
Conservationist working for
Hawk and Owl Trust, and he
also presents and broadcasts
on TV and Radio, and lectures
on other aspects of wildlife.
He is a wildlife Photographer,

and writes articles for magazines and newspapers.

journalist and wrote many

books, including a five volume

history of the Norman Con-

quest.

Between 1862-92 Freeman

lived at Somerleaze, just west of

Wells.

He will explore Freeman's life,

his writings and his influence on our understanding of
history and the idea of him as a flawed sage.

6th March - Alan Power: Stourhead Gardens
Alan Power is Head Gardener
of the magnificent Stourhead
estate in Wiltshire and is gar-
dens advisor for the Wessex
arm of the National Trust. He
has been interviewed on the
BBC’s Radio Wiltshire and
Radio 4's PM and has ad-
vised on gardening in the Daily Telegraph. He will
give a brief introduction to historical conservation and
management of the landscape at Stourhead.

There will be a special charge of £1 per head (£3 for

visitors) for this lecture.

6 February - Anthony Pugh-Thomas: The work
and achievements of The Art Fund*

20 March - 2pm - AGM followed by John Peverley:
Frome in the Future*
John Peverley, retired ar-

Anthony Pugh-Thomas is a former chairman of thechitect and town planner,

Somerset Gardens Trust and the Fountain Society antiember of Mendip’s

was Honorary Solicitor to the Georgian Group. He hasConservation Area Advi-

been a member of The Art Fund for all his adult life sory Panel and Chairman

and is a committee member of the Somerset branch aff Frome Civic Society,

the Fund. He will talk to us about the founding of thewill tell us about future

Fund, its past successes and failures in saving art fafevelopments in the town, the latest news on the

the nation, and the scope of its current activities. Haedevelopment of Saxonvale, the gradually emerging

will also refer to the work of the Fund in helping to ideas in Mendip District Council’'s future plans for

save art now on display in the West country Frome, and how work is progressing on the new
project of preparing a list of historic buildings of local

20 February - Peter Clark: Edward Freeman: interestin Frome.

Somerset Historian, Flawed Sage*

Peter Clark, a member of Frome Society and formerlyTea and biscuits will be available after the talk
on the staff of the British Council in the Middle East,

has had a lifelong interest in Edward Freeman (1823+ Talks organised by Frome Civic Society

92) who was a Professor of History at Oxford, a
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FROME AND DISTRICT CIVIC SOCIETY

A Vision for Frome

August, there is a short article on page 6

announcing this new project and asking for
nominations from members of the public. If you

In the last issue of ‘Contact’, | mentioned that thehave any nominations for buildings which you

new Community Plan for Frome, which

think should be included in a list of local historic

members of the Civic Society helped to prepare, buildings, please send them to Jane Llewellyn,

would be published in the Spring. This duly
happened in May, coincident with Frome Town
Council’'s Annual Public Meeting. Vision for
Frome held a further public meeting in July to
present the proposals contained in the

Community Plan and has now reconstituted into

Planning Administrator at Frome Town Council,
in Palmer Street. The Town Council is very
concerned that Frome’s heritage is protected and
is helping to record all the nominations for Local
Listing.

a wider membership, open to any resident in the Local Listing is quite separate, but similar to the
town. A Management Team has been appointed statutory process of ‘Listed Buildings’ which
to assist the process of taking forward the variousdentifies buildings of national interest. As well

ideas contained in the Plan. A copy of the 72

as buildings, it can include walls, railings,

page Plan, which has been jointly funded by the lampposts, milestones and other features in our
Market and Coastal Towns Initiative and Mendip environment of local historic interest. Watch out

District Council, is available in the Library, or it
can be downloaded or viewed online at
www.visionforfrome.org.uk

Local Development Framework — Preferred
Core Strategy

Mendip District Council’'s Planning Policy team
have spent the last few months analysing the

for further articles in the local press in
September.

Conservation Area Extensions

Frome Conservation Area was extended last
Spring to include the undeveloped parts of the
valley on both sides of the River Frome between
Willow Vale and Wallbridge, and along the

responses made by the public to the consultationnorthern side of Portway between Victoria Road

on their Issues and Options for the future Core
Strategy document. When finally drafted and
adopted, the Core Strategy will replace the
current Local Plan and be used to determine
planning applications. The Civic Society’s
responses to the public consultation can be
viewed on the Frome Society website:
www.fsls.org.uk At forthcoming meetings of the

East Mendip Community Partnership at Selwood

School on 13 October and 1 December at
6.30pm, there will be further reports on the
emerging plans for the future Core Strategy, a
draft of which will be published next summer.

Local Listing

and Wallbridge House, including The Retreat.
During August, Mendip District Council
consulted on another proposal to extend the
Frome Conservation Area to include parts of
Nunney Road and Oakfield Road and the old
Victoria Hospital in Park Road. The Civic
Society supports this proposal, a decision on
which will be made this Autumn.

Saxonvale/Garsdale

In the last issue of ‘Contact’, | described the
proposals for redeveloping the Saxonvale area
for shops, offices and housing and listed the
various problems that the Civic Society had
identified with the developers, Terramond.

The process of compiling a record of buildings of A copy of the Society’s comments are on the

local historic interest will begin this Autumn. In
Mendip District Council’s newsletter, “Your
Mendip’, delivered to all householders in mid

website_www.fsls.org.ukTerramond had a
model made of the proposals and as a result of
this acknowledged that the model demonstrated
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that two buildings next to the public square were Plans for a new building for theh@orm at

too high and out of character with Frome. In May Frome College have been approved.

they agreed to reduce the height and bulk of  Construction continues at a rapid pace to build
these two buildings, and also agreed to include 43 houses and 31 flats on the site of the former
more trees, more potential for expanding the  Sjipps Nurseries in Butts Hill, and just opposite,
shopping area and to create a more useful squar@ork has nearly finished on building 19 flats on
for cafes, and restaurants between the existing the site of the former Highpoint Service Station.
Notts Industries warehouse and a new warehouse

built to replace the one destroyed by fire in |n mid August, Mendip Housing Ltd. held a
August 2008. So the scheme has improved in & public exhibition at Gorehedge on their proposal
number of ways, although not all of the Civic to demolish 54 poorly insulated precast

Society’s concerns have been addressed. reinforced concrete ‘Cornish’ houses in Singers
Knoll and Randolph Road and rebuild the area
Planning and Development with 100 new energy efficient affordable homes
Since the last issue of ‘Contact’ in March, there arranged around the retained open space and
have not been any major_neplanning same road layout. The project also proposes to

applications. The scheme by Bloor Homes to  extend the Gorehedge sheltered housing with an
develop 186 houses and flats on land off Garstorextra care scheme, offering supported housing to
Road, mentioned in the last issue, has now beenpeop|e with care needs. A planning application

approved and work has started on site to clear thg expected soon. For more information see
area. The renovation of the Angel public house www.mendiphousing.co.uk

in King Street and its conversion into a restaurant John Peverley
has started. Chairman Frome Civic Society

Members at Castle Howard on the recent trip to York, when we igisedvY ork Minster, Eden Camp,
Fairfax House, The Jorvik Centre, Stamford Bridge and Lincoln Cathedra
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FROME SOCIETY FOR LOCAL STUDY
Registered Charity No 292349

The Industries of Frome (new) 7.00

FSLS Yearbook Volume 12 10.00

Crime and Punishment in Regency Frome 3.50

The King's Peace 6.00

A History of Mells 6.00

Villages of the Frome Area 450

Gardening at Marston House 3.00

Frome Street and Place Names 4.50

FSLS Yearbooks Volumes 2,3,&5 3.00

FSLS Yearbook Volume 6 4.00

FSLS Yearbooks Volumes 7,8,9,10 & 11 6.00 !
The Mystery of Fidele 250 1 iw;fa‘ixfjggzgﬁ’(’i‘z‘fﬁ3332,3
Frome through the Ages 5.00 Bl
The Making of Frome 4.50

The Book of Frome 9.99

The Bounds of Selwood 1.00

Argyll House 3.00

Westbarn Grange part 2 1.00

Future of the Past 1.00

Experiences of a ¥€entury Gentleman 10.00

Frome Hundred 10.00

The Buildings of Frome 7.50

The Coopers’ Company’s School in Frome 1939 - 1945 9.00

A History of Stoke St Michael 850 |

Stoke St Michael in Old Photographs 7.50

0.S. 1903 Map of Frome 9.00

Chantry Village and Church 2.00

The History of Nunney 7.50

Memoairs of a Victorian Farmer 6.00

Around Frome (Francis Frith) 9.99

All Frome Society publications are available from the Higaven Bookshop, Cheap Street, Frome or direct
from the Chairman, Alastair MacLeay, Prospect Housaldxhill, Frome, Somerset BA11 5DP (01373 836 595
or macleaytrudoxhill@yahoo.co.uk). Postage & packing extra at cost

E-mail: info@fsls.org.uk Website: www.fsls.org.uk
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