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FROME SOCIETY YEAR BOOKS - Volumes 1 , 3 and 4 are out of print, but now
available as PDFs on a Cd

Editor: Michael McGarvie, F.S.A. (Vols1-13) and Alastair MacLeay for Year Book 14

VOL 1 1987

Cover: The Manor House, Mells from photograph of 1865

4 [Intro] Mrs K. Ashworth, benefactress of Society. L. V.Bowring

5 Katharine Ashworth. Poem by I. Wilson

5-22 Horner family of Mells. Memoirs by A.B. (name unknown). Additional notes by editor

23-4 (Future) Edward VII & wife at Frome station, 1881

25-6 Local figures, No 1. James Crees 1785-1864. Photo and brief details

26-8 In praise of Longleat. Amusing verses by Lady Morley, pub 1829.

27 Drawing of Longleat House and formal garden, 1700

29-33 Marston Bigot estate, Earls of Cork & Orrery papers. Sale 1905. Also details of 9 leases relating to Manor of
Frome Selwood between 1599 & 1720

33-5 Flora of Frome. P.F.Hunt

36-9 Vallis Vale. Geology, fauna & flora. Eunice Overend

40-3 A Frome pub. The Ship Inn, Badcox. Dr John Harvey, F.S.A.

43 Friendly Frome. Poem by I. Wilson

44 Local Buildings, No 1. Frome - aerial photo 1950

45-51 Berkley, old churchyard. Monumental inscriptions, compiled by editor, 1985

52-3 Hoddinott, farmer at Witham Friary. Cheese & butter production 1832-7. P.Q. Hoddinott

53-6 Arthur Duckworth of Orchardleigh, 1901-86. An appreciation by editor.

57-8 Frome Society Rules, 1987

VOL 2 1988

Cover: Sarah Duckworth driving a phaeton in Frome market place, 1865 5

Mrs K Ashworth. Photo

6-32 Ashworth Competition. Articles both personal and of local interest

6-12 A water supply for Frome. Account from Somerset and Wilts Journal, 1863-80. W.E. Moody

13-21 Reminiscences. Butchers, breweries etc, 1920s. E.O. Clarke

21-26 Frome Market, l 860-88 Arthur Court

27-32 Frome in 1920s and 30s Businesses, buildings & streets. E. Carpenter

32 The Sea Monster. Poem by I. Wilson

33-4 Letter from Pte Arkles Horner in Limerick to his parents in Frome, 1793

35-6 Local figures, No 2. Lord Algernon St. Maur, 1813-94, 14th Duke of Somerset. Photo and notes.

37-48 Plumber's Barton, (Frome) and surrounding area, 1668-1900. Includes Vicarage St, Christchurch St East,
property owners and two sketch maps. John H Harvey F.S.A.

48-51 Marston Bigot parish. Place & field names. M. McGarvie

52 Local Buildings, No 2. Holy Trinity Church (lithograph 1857). Burne-Jones windows.

53-6  Shepton Mallet museum (contents now dispersed) & its founder. by Mary Delorme

57 The Woman. Poem by I. Wilson

57-9 Uriah Hoddinott, 1818-85. Emigrates to Australia c.1841 P.Q. Hoddinott.
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60-2 Flora of Frome and area. Canon E.J.Bennett.

62-8  Orchardleigh, St Mary's (Frome). Inscriptions in church and churchyard including Champneys, Sir Henry
Newbolt & Sir George Duckworth. Compiled by editor.

69-70  A review of Michael McGarvie's publication ‘The Book of Marston Bigot’. D.M.M. Shorrocks.

71-3  Frome Society for Local Study. Balance sheet 1988

74 A Frome hatter (C. Holloway) advertises his wares in verse.

VOL3 1989-90

Cover: John Morgan & family outside his store, Christchurch St East, c1910.

2-14 Growing up in Frome in 1930s. Photos. Stanley G Smith.

14-17 Arnold West (b. Frome 1903). His memoirs, particularly of Vicarage St & Cheap St., as told to Mrs R
Dunstan, in 1988.

18 Cheap Street, 1911. Photo.

19-20 There's more to life. Poem by I. Wilson.

20 Frome Society chairman, Laurie Bowring & wife Phyl. Golden Wedding photo, 1990.

21-4  Wallington Weston, Frome. Manufacturers of rubber and plastic articles. L. V.Bowring.

24-5  Local figures, No 3. Revd. Joseph Glanvill, 1636-80. Notes & portrait.

26-38  My life as a bellringer. Hugh VennelL

38 Repaving of Gentle St. 1987. Photo of plaque & notes.

39-40 Rook Lane Chapel, Frome. Inscriptions formerly present (later vandalised) compiled & annotated by editor,
from Historical Monuments records.

41 Local buildings, No 3. Lloyd's Bank. Photo (1875) & notes.

42-4  Manor of Frome Branch - list of rents taken from 1463 document in British Library. John Harvey.

45 Orchardleigh, Frome. Photo & notes on re-erection of Dog Monument in churchyard. (Newbolt’s poem)

45-53  Railway station, Frome. Design, building & plans. Plans of Stationmaster’s house, 1882 Opening of Westbury
- Frome line, Oct. 1850. (Bath Chronicle).

50 Witham Friary station, 1910 photo.

54 Plodding along. Poem by / Wilson

54-62 Trudoxhill Congregational Chapel. Notes & photos. M.McGarvey.

62-6 Buckland Dinham in 1920s. Reminiscences & photo (1900). Walter G. Carver

67-9 Wanstrow. Land survey of c. 1556. Transcription & brief note by editor.

69-70 William Beauchamp, Mendip quarry & coalmine owner, 1831-94. Notes from a conversation with his
grandson.

70-2  Garden at Millard’s Hill, Trudoxhill, laid out by G.B.Milne-Redhead. Account of visit by Frome Field Club c.

1919. Photo c.1905.

72-3 Woodhouse Castle, Horningsham in 1850. Notes by Revd. H.D. Wickham.

73-5 John Titford's book The TitfordFamily 1547-1947

Reviewed by John Harvey FSA

VOL 4 1990-92

Cover: Bi-centenary of death of Bishop Ken. Choir & congregation at graveside,1911. 4

 Mrs K. Ashworth. Rose laying at grave. Photo.

7-13 Frome’ s history. Article written for Country Life (1955) by Katharine Ashworth. Additional notes by editor.
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14-19 Frome between the wars. With photos. K.Carpenter.

20-4  Memories of Frome during First World War. Photos. B.J.March.

25  The Cat. Poem by I. Wilson.

26-7 Local buildings, No 4. South Hill, Christchurch St West. Photo & notes.

28-30 Frome Manor. Was Robert Leversedge's claim to ownership legal? An inspeximus i.e. resume of evidence,
issued 1445-6.

31-50 Mells Park. History & development, M.McGarvie. Maps, drawings & photos.

51-5 From a Collier in Zummerzet to his friends. Poem in dialect (1788?) By Yeab Gowl. Interesting for social
content.

56-7 Local figures, No 4. Fifth Marquess of Bath, 1862-1946. Portrait & notes.

58-69 William Goddard of Batcombe. Visit to America, 1831. Entries from his diary. Also Goddard's family
background, by editor.

70 The road to Vallis. Poem to Earl of Orrery by Simonides. (1752)

71-4  Life at Gare Hill, 1914-18. Cyril J. Smith.

75-7 Witham Friary Peculiar Court. Wills, Administrations etc., 1669-1821. List of names. Original documents
destroyed, but editor indicates where a few copies may still be found.

78-9 Catholic parish of St Catharine, Frome. Notes.

79-80 Frome during World War II Letter from Revd. W.J. Torrance, Vicar of Frome, 1938-51.

80-81 Selwood School, Wine St. 1920-6. Brief memories by ex-pupil.

81-2 St Aldhelm's Boys Home }Memoirs by son of last Printing Master.

StAldhelm's Press }

82 Curfew Bell at St John's, Frome. Letter from Miss Doris Wilcox.

82-4  Marston House. 1841 Census showing names & ages of owners & servants. With notes by editor.

84 Orchardleigh, St Mary's church. Additional inscriptions (v. also Vol 2, pp 62-8).

85-6  Frome Society for Local Study. Rules, as amended 30 May 1991.

VOL 5 1993-4

Cover: Daughters of 9th Earl of Cork & Orrery taking tea at Marston House, 1875. 2

Mr & Mrs Ashworth at their Surrey home, 1955.

4-12 Sewards of Frome. Building firm, 1873-1966. Map & photos. F.J.Seward

13-14 On Frome. Poem by A.L.Palmer. c.1950

14-22 St. Mary’s, Orchardleigh. Register of Christenings, Marriages & Burials,1623-1820. Death Certificates,
1899-1910. Also photo of church, pre-1879 restoration.

23-37 Postlebury Hill & Park. Articles by M.McGarvie (History), Edgar Milne-Redhead (Memories), J.R.Lang
Brown (Management policy), R.G.Corns, (Fauna). Also map of area in 1800 & photos.

37 To the Rt. Hon. the Earl of — . (possibly 5th Earl of Orrery). Poem by Elizabeth Rowe, 1674-1737.

38 Local buildings, No 5. Hall House, Cork St. (demolished c 1935). Photo & notes.

39-41 Gaer Hill in early 1900s. C.J.Smith. 1930s photo.

41-2 Vallis Vale and Manor House. Poem ( 1823) by Elizabeth Tuck Also 1974 photo of ruin of Manor House
Great Hall.

43-55 Cloford Manor House. Inventory of contents in 1587 when owned by Sir John Horner. Also photo of House
(1987) & farm buildings.(Cont. Vol 6 pp.63-72)

55 Riot at Frome, 1816, after rise in price of potatoes.
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56 Local figures, No 5. Richard Long. Frome boot & shoe maker. Photo & note.

57-60 Percy Whitlock. Frome rope maker. Account by his daughter Mrs G.Nicholas. Photos.

60 Advert of John Gradidge, Market Place, Frome. 1907.

61-2  Unemployment in Frome in 1830 & 1843. M.McGarvie.

62-4 Letter from R. Baker, Duke of Somerset's steward at Maiden Bradley, to Revd. J.Collinson, (1786) in reply to
latter’ s requests for information for his book, History & Antiquities of Somerset.

64-5 Letter from Thomas Langley, tenant of John Thynne, answering some enquiries. 1597.

65-7 Sheppard’s cloth makers, Frome. Comments on conditions & production in 1820s. From article in Somerset
Standard 19 May 1950 by Anthony Pearman.

67-8  Will of Richard Suddon of Tuckmarsh, Frome. 1588. It also lists people who owed him money.

68 Whittox Lane and Melrose Lodge. Photo c1955.

69 Baptist Magazine. Extracts concerning Frome churches. Early 19th Century. John Titford

69-70 Wiltshire J.P. is dismayed that two men from Frome-Selwood he sent to gaol have been released on bail.
(1663). Extract from State Papers.

70 ‘Old Vicarage House’ & St. John's, Frome. Photo.

71 Parson Woodforde in an accident on Frome Hill. 1793, Lullington church. The Franks family tombstone
inscription. Editor.

72 Cockey & Sons, Frome ironfounders, build a gasholder. Article in Frome Times, 1874.

72-3  Childhood memories of Frome, including elephants. A.Snook.

73 A bill from Crown Inn, Frome (1783). Photocopy.

74 H.M.Porter, former Headmaster King Edward's, Bath (1928-61). An appreciation by Prof. N.Pounds.

VOL 6 1995-6

Cover: The Old Nunnery, Keyford. From W.W.Wheatley painting, c.1845 (v.article p78). 2

 Laurie Bowring. Chairman of Frome Society since 1971. Photo of 1981.

4-10 Boyhood memories of Frome, early 20th C. Brief notes on Bluecoat School, Keyford College, businesses,
market etc. by N.E.C.Nevill. (His father was Postmaster of Frome, 1919-24).

11-19 Water meadows on R. Frome, Orchardleigh. Construction & maintenance. Map, sketch & photos. Robert
Adams.

20-31 Frances Horner (1854-1940), her daughter, Katharine Asquith (1885-1976) & their friends at Mells Manor.
Also photos. S.Rands.

32-7 Bath in 1950s. Features lost in the redevelopment. Also drawings pp.35, 37 & 116. K.K.Coard.

38-40 Letters from Bath, 1838. A Scot takes the waters. ThomasMcCosh.

41-8 Leigh on Mendip. M.Ashman. Details of Church, businesses & houses etc. Photos (1900s) & Wheatley painting
(c1845).

49 Local figures No.6. Major J.W.D.T.Wickham. (1802-85). Note by Ed.

50-61 Witham Friary estate & how to improve it. Report by John Wiggins in 1815 for 11th Duke of Somerset. Photo,
map & diagrams.

63-72 Cloford Manor House. Inventory of contents in 1587, when owned by Sir John Horner. (Cont. from Vol. 5, pp
43-55).

73  Local buildings, No.6. Home's outfitters & Post Office, Frome Market Place 1923. Photo shows Prince of
Wales (later Edward VIII) greeting crowd.

74-7 Christchurch Junior School, Frome. Reminiscences, 1937. Photo of class, also drawing of school in 1840s.
M.Kelly (néePayne).
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78-80 Old Nunnery House, Lower Keyford, Frome. Dates from early 15th C.Restoration & brief history. James
White.

81-4 The 12th Duke of Somerset's will; ‘a monument of infamy’ according to his brother, the 13th Duke.
Background details by M.McGarvie.

85-7 Sir Oliver de Cervington, 14th C. knight. His effigy (in Whatley Church) & its restoration. M.McGarvie.

88-94 Hastings (Huntingdon family) muniments. Deeds & other documents of 13 & 14th Centuries, relating to Frome.
Compiled by Dr. J.H.Harvey, F.S.A.

94-5 Vallis Vale. Poem by Elizabeth Tuck.

96-8 Iron Age hill forts. Battlesbury & Scratchbury. Brian Gill

99-100 Notes on Downhead by Edmund Rack, c.1782. Taken from Ashton Court papers in Bristol Record Office.

100-1 King Eadred of Wessex. 1st Cent A.D. Paul A.Goold

102-3 Sir Jeffry Wyatville, (1766-1840) & St. John's (Frome) forecourt screen, (v. p112 for photo of screen c. 1870).
G. W. Massey.

103-4 Hatchment of Mrs Abigail Prowse (1685-1763), Rodden Church, Frome. Also details of her relatives & of
successive owners of Rodden & Berkley manors, 18th, 19th & 20th centuries.

106 Lullington Church. Fighting over ownership of pews in 1606.

107 The Dinham family (1030-1501). Notes by former Vicar of Buckland Dinham, Revd. C.R. Vincent

108-9 Buckland Dinham. The abandoned mineshaft & other notes. Fred Chant.

110-11Charles Boyle, Earl of Orrery, becomes Baron Boyle of Marston, 1711. Letters Patent making the appointment.

112 Manor Cottages, Rodden. Poem by Rev. T. Pittaway. (1945).

113  Quarrying at Marston, 1681. Letter from John Hiscocks of Marston Bigot to Margaret, Dowager Countess of
Orrery asking permission to open quarry.

114-5 Peter Belham, Deputy Head Frome Grammar School & Mayor of Frome. An appreciation.

116 Oliver’s, 24 High St., Bath. Drawing by Peter Coard (v. article pp.32-7)

VOL 7 1997-8

Cover: Witham House (later demolished), from painting by W.W.Wheatley, c. 1845. Note inside cover & article
p112.

2 Laurie Bowring. Chairman of Frome Society, 1971-97. Photo.(v. also Appreciation of his life, p144).

6-14 John Hippisley, 1804-98, of Ston Easton Park. D.M.M. Shorrocks, F.S.A.Photos p71.

15-26 Murder of William Webb & Mary Gibbons at Roddenbury, 1812. Account taken from booklet published by J.
Easton.

27 Bill for goods provided for funeral of Joseph Tanner, sent by Francis Brown,Market Place, Frome, in 1878.

28-35 Fussells Iron Works, Mells (1744-1895). Also plan, map & advert. Ken Appleby. Photo of Upper Mill p72.

35 Letter from M.D.Montague, Katoomba, Australia, whose relatives worked for Fussells.

36-9 Newport Historical Society (Rhode Island) tries to unravel identity of John Webber (possibly from Stratton-
on-the-Fosse) who died at Newport in 1784. Peter Gordon,

40-46 Hapsford House, Great Elm. History, with details of estate, owners & occupiers. 18th & 19th Centuries. Also
plan of estate in 1840. J.H.Harvey.

47-56 A Pharmacy & its owners. 20,Bath St., Frome. M.McGarvie. Photos pp72&73.

56 Poem by Jacob Player, one of owners of 20,Bath St.

57-61 All Saints, Nunney. Monumental inscriptions inside the church. Also photo p74.

62-70 All Saints, Nunney. Inscriptions in churchyard. Also photo p73.
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78 Longleat House in 1675. Photo of painting by Jan Siberechts.

81-90 Bath. Brief history up to 1970s. M.McGarvie. Photos pp75 & 76.

91-3 St. John's church, Frome. The mediaeval fabric. An investigation by J.H.Harvey, F.S.A. in 1978.

94-104 Frome. Report by Sir Henry de la Beche, 1845. His own comments cover Climate & Geology. For information
on Sewerage, Water Supply, Housing, Health & Disease, he uses reports prepared by Thomas Bunn and by
Thomas Payne, surgeon and Registrar of Frome.

105-6 James Candy of Frome, a mason, joins his children in Australia. 1854. Philip Candy.

107 Murder at Upton Noble, 1288. Document translated from Latin by M.McGarvie. Photo of original, p76.

108-11 Longleat. Below stairs in the 193Os. Mrs D. Russell.

112-21 William Beckford (1760-1844) and the gardens he designed at Witham, Fonthill & Lansdown. Also photos
pp.77&78.

122-4 George III at Trowbridge. Humorous verses by T. Teazle.

125 Local buildings, No.7. Grove Farm, Keyford. Photo taken shortly before demolition in 1896.

126-8 Researching my family history. (Alma Bacon née Griggs).

129-31 An evacuee in Leigh-on-Mendip, 1940. Dennis Hill. Photos 79.

131-2 Revd. W.A.Duckworth of Orchardleigh. Extracts from his diary relating to Longhouse Farm (1893-5).

132-3 Thomas Bunn makes light hearted comments on accidents befallen to Frome people.

133-4 Notes on Writhlington & Stratton-on-the-Fosse churches (c. 1782).Edmund Rack.

134-5 Witham Friary in 1760. Two letters from James Church to his master the Earl of Egremont. Taken from Wynd-
ham papers at Somerset Record Office. Ed.

136-7 John Hales, 1584-1656. Brief details of life & extract from his writings. B.Greenslade.

137 Coroner's report on death at Murdercombe, 1792.

138 Local figures, No.7. Norman Frederick Maggs, 1903-93. Photo of him in his 20s.(v. also article pp.47-56, A
Pharmacy & its owners).

139 Will of Humfrey Yerburye of Beckington (1587).

140 Leigh-on-Mendip. Tenants of Temple House Farm, 1790-1873. Muriel M. Turner.

141 Mortgage of 1859. Found in attic at Park Cottage, Marston, 1997.

141 Letter book of London cloth wholesaler, to cloth makers in Beckington, 1768-70; saved for Somerset Record
Office. 142-3 Book reviews. 1. History of Nunney by Anthony Windrum. 2. Mendip, Ornate Parish Church
Towers by Fr. Ambrose Lambert.

144-6 Laurie Bowring. Obituary given by Michael McGarvie at service of thanksgiving, 19th August 1997.

146-7 Laurie Bowring Library opened at Marston House. Article in Somerset Standard, 30th July 1998.

147-50 John Harvey, architectural historian (1911-97). Obituaries by Matthew Saunders in The Independent and.

Michael McGarvie in The Somerset Standard. Photo p80.

151 Frome businesses. Adverts from The Somerset & Wilts Journal, 1887.

VOL 8 2002

Cover: Mrs Anne Wallis, new chairman, welcomes members to Marston House at celebration of Queen's Golden Jubi-
lee. (Note inside cover).

2 Cheap Street in 1865. Drawing.

5 Cheap Street, Frome. Poem by Revd. T .Pittaway.

6-17 Frome at end 18th Century. Diary kept by Blue School Master's son, Edmund Crocker, 1797-1801. Also back
ground notes by John Coles. Originally published in The Frome Almanack, 1936

18-28 The Dowling family. Reminiscences by Philip Dowling, (1834-1919).
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28 Interior, St. John's Church, 1866. Drawing.

29 Local Buildings, No.8. School of Art & Science, Park Road. Drawing of 1957.

30-7  Frome College of Further Education, 1865-1974. Introduction & calendar of events. R.S.Sansome. Drawing
by student on Back Cover.

37 Gorehedge Cottages, 1890. Drawing.

38-9 Ode to the Genius of Italy. Poem by Revd. J. Buncombe, chaplain to 5th Earl of Cork & Orrery. (Portrait of
Earl p64).

39 St. Mary's Church & parsonage, Frome, 1866. Drawing.

40-52 Looking back on 19th Century Frome. Article in Somerset Standard of 1932. Also drawings of Gorehedge &
Market Place.

53-62 Sir Stephen Fox (1627-1716) & his family. Susan Rands. V. p64 for painting of their Somerset house (burnt
down in 1912) by W.W.Wheatley, 1845.

63 St. John's Church, Frome. Painting by John Buckler, pre-1844.

68-70 John Foster - sometime pastor of Sheppard's Barton Baptist church. From The Baptist Times.

70 Nunney Castle. Drawing of 1890.

71-5 The Cockeys of the West Country. Bellfounders, clockmakers, engineers. J.KLCockey, A.M.L, Mech.E. Re-
printed from The Ringing World, 1954.

76  Local figures, No. 8. Mrs Burton of the George Hotel, Frome. Photo of c.1924.

77-9 Daniel & Cruttwell, Solicitors, Frome. A short history, 1838-1943.

80-3 The Allard Family. Details of their many descendants since 1717. Miss.L.M. Sjoquist (daughter of Louisa Al-
lard & Charles Sjoquist). Written c.l950.

84 St. Leonard's Church, Marston Bigot. Drawing by R.Parr, 1739.

85-9 Limpley Stoke. Brief history, including account of Hydropathic Establishment.

90-3  Execution of Ankarette Twynyho of Keyford, Frome Selwood, 1477 J.K.Jackson. A painting of her house by
W.W.Wheatley in 1849 on p65.

94-5 The Bluecoat School. Memoirs, originally appearing in Somerset Standard, 1921. Also drawing of Blue House,
c. 1870 & photo of schoolboy in uniform, c.1880 (p66).

96-7 Farmer George Croom of Witham, 1823-1904. MMcGarvie. Photo of family (1893), p67.

98 Reflections on Longleat, 1740. From letter by Frances, Countess of Hertford to Henrietta, Countess of Pomfret

99-100 Memories of Frome 1939-42, by former pupil of Coopers Company School (evacuated from London).

100 St. John's Church, Frome. North Porch before restoration. Small sketch.

101-3 Whitehole Farm, Leigh-on-Mendip. Owners & buildings. Also photos & small map.

104-6 Frome’s ‘Achilles’ motor cars, (1903-9), made by B.Thompson & Co. Notes by David Hales. Photo p67. Also
paragraph on ‘Eastmead & Biggs’cars.

107 Tax on dogs. Letter to Lady Dungarvon from her solicitor, J.W.D.Wickham, 1847,

108 Burglary at Frome. Article in Bath Chronicle, 1818.

109-10 An Apprenticeship Deed, Witham Friary, 1719.

110 Advertisement for Ford Delivery Van, £130.

111-12 Will of Edith Rose of Marston Bigot, 1597. Additional notes by editor.

112 Witham Friary Church. Sanctus window, 1895. Drawing.

113 Buckland Dinham. Marble basin of 1876 found.

114 Mediaeval letters patent relating to Frome. *

115-6 Local documents held at National Monuments Record, Swindon. Measured drawings, mainly of buildings, in
Beckington, Frome, Mells, Nunney, Rode & Witham Friary. John Harvey.
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117-8 Maiden Bradley Priory in 1394. From register of John Waltham, Bishop of Salisbury, 1388-95.

Back Cover: Cheap St.,Frome. Drawing by W.G.Collins, Frome School of Art c.l 890.

* 114 Correction to John Cable entry. '9 Henry VI' should read '9 Henry IV' and correct date is 26 June 1408.

VOL 9 2004

Cover: John, Lord Boyle, aged 8. Painting of 1715. (Note inside cover).

2 Lt. A.H.Larcombe of Frome. Casualty of First World War. Photo & notes.

4-11  John Boyle, 5th Earl of Cork & Orrery, 1707-62. Dr. L.B.Smith Also portrait of Earl & drawing of Marston
House & garden, 1739.

12-21 The art collection at Marston House, 1762, Article includes a) portrait of 1st Earl of Cork; b) painting of 5th

Earl's horse, King Nobby. M.McGarvie.

22-32 Henley Grove farm, near Batcombe. Early 20th century memories. Una Green

33-8 Upton Noble & Manor of Ashcombe (Eastcombe) in early 20th Century. Memoirs by Mrs Frances Dowding.

39-40 Soul Riches, Fame & Pleasure. Poem(c. 1720-30) by Elizabeth Rowe.

41-5 Farming days, 1940s. Boyhood reminiscences. Deryck Ingram.

45 Boys hoeing. 2nd World War watercolour by Syd Durston.

46-54 Henry Dowling (1850-1928) owner of shoe shop in Catherine Hill. Written by his granddaughter,
K.M.Paterson, edited by her nephew.

55-8 Brief history of carpet making in England, with special reference to William Jesser of Frome (1734-79) & his
relatives. Sheelagh Lewis.

59-62 Sir Thomas Swymmer Champneys of Orchardleigh (1768-1839), Written by J. W.Singer, founder of the
Frome engineering firm, for The Somerset Standard, in 1893. Also painting of Old Orchardleigh House.

63-8 Murder of Jane Butterworth at Hemington, 1739. Evidence of Ann James. Also Wheatley painting, (c. 1845),
of Highchurch Farm, where murder committed.

69-71 The Piggeries & Hoopers Close, Frome. M.McGarvie.

72 Local Buildings, No.9. Asberry Cottage, Marston Bigot. Drawing by American serviceman, stationed at Mar-
ston House in 1944.

73-4 A Frome man at battle of Dettingen, 1743.

75 Song to a Statue. Poem (c. 1735-8),by John, Earl of Cork & Orrery.

76-8 Miss Carlyle at Frome, 1852. Taken from Jane Welsh Carlyle. A Selection of her Letters. (Published by
Gollancz 1950).

79-80 Millard's Hill, near Frome. Memories of Miss Carolina Boyle, 1850. Augustus Hare. Taken from his book,
The Story of my Life.

81 Local Figures, No.9. Louisa (?), 1864-1960, daughter of James Thompson, silk manufacturer.

82 Argyll House, Frome. New evidence as to its date. Refers to History of Argyll House by MMcGarvie, 1979.

83-4  Seven Somerset Church Towers. Brief notes compiled by Dr. J.Harvey.

84 A Pharmacy & its owners. Additional information on article in Year Book VOL 7, pp 47-56.

Back cover Sketch of bridge at Iford by Lady Matheson.

VOL 10 2005

Cover; Earl of Cork & Orrery, Michael McGarvie & Mrs A Yeoman at Marston House reception in 2004. (Note in-
side cover & see below pp.5-10).

2 Ticket issued at Nelson's funeral.
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5-10 Centenary of 9th Earl of Cork & Orrery (1829-1904). Reception at Marston House, 20 June 2004. Address by
15th Earl. Tribute by M.McGarvie. Also portrait of 1864.

11-20 Rev. W.M.H. Williams, (1795-1870), Headmaster & priest. M.McGarvie, Also sketch of Old Frome Grammar
School (1774) & photos of Lullington Rectory in 1875, of Rev. Williams & of his wife.

21-35 The Old Rectory, Corsley. MMcGarvie. Also drawing (1863), ground plan (1952) & photographs.

36 Local Figures, No. 10. Frank & Gilb, workers on Frome railway loop 1932-3.

37-41 Memories of Frome 1920-42. Phyllis Bowring. Also photos of Keyford.

42 Local Buildings, No. 10. The Elms, Vallis Road. (Since demolished).

43-9  Evacuees in Frome. Second World War. Corfe’s Grammar School & Cooper’s Company School.

49 Correction to YEAR BOOK VOL 8, p114.

50-54 Restoration of Orchardleigh Church, 1880. M.McGarvie. Also photos & drawings.

55-70 Witham Friary Church. Monumental inscriptions. Sir Mervyn Medlycott. Surname index p68. Also 1824 draw-
ing of church.

71-2 Dr. Polydore Lewis (d.1794) Malcolm Pinhorn, B.A.,F.S.G.

73 Newspaper articles 1834 & 1847. a) A 50-mile run. b) Fire at Iron Mills. c) Fatal accident at Ammerdown.

74 Deryck Ingram. Obituary. MMcGarvie.

Back cover East Woodlands Church c. 1845. Pencil sketch by W.W.Wheatley.

VOL 11 2006

Cover: Cheap Street. Painting of 1840s by W.W.Wheatley. (Note inside cover). 2

Bellerica Farm, Witham Friary. Photo. (See also article pp.58-62).

5-15  Mells, 1916-30, by Herbert Down. Includes details of village shop, Reading Room, Wesley & Methodism etc.
Also photos.

16-26 Witham Friary in 19th Century. Rev. E.B.Prince. Photo of village (1914) & station (c. 1900)

27-36 The Thrashers of Frome. Lists from 13th to 16th Centuries; fuller details from 1548-1721. Tony Thrasher.

36 A beggar’s hoard. 1784 obituary from The Gentleman's Magazine.

37-48 Frome memoirs. R. A. Hillier. First half of 20th Cent. Also drawing of boathouse at Shearwater & two photos
of author.

49-53 Rev. Edward Ramsay (1793-1873), one-time curate of Rodden & BucklandDinham, latterly Dean of Edin-
burgh. This article an account of his time in Somerset, taken from his Reminiscences. Also his portrait & draw-
ing of Rodden Church in 1803.

54-6 Two Frome houses owned by Laurie & Phyl Bowring. Mrs P.Bowring. Also photo of Willowgate 1960.

57  Local Buildings, No.l 1. 33,Vicarage Street, 1954.(ref p37-48) Westcroft House

58-62 Bellerica Farm, Witham Friary. Listed building survey report & plans. J. & J.Penoyre and J.Dallimore.

63-5 Whalley Wickham's Medal. An account of his life (1802-85) & his Royal Humane Society award. Various
sources.

66-9  Post of teacher in Frome during Restoration. Political problems of appointment. Adrian Wood.

70 A glimpse of life at Marston House c. 1870. Part of letter from one of Boyle family to her mother.

71   Local Figures, No. 11. Countess of Cork & Orrery in court dress, 1772.

Back cover: Four young blades, c. 1890. Possibly members of Edgell family of Rodden Rectory.
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VOL 12 2008 50th Anniversary of Society

Cover: Laurie & Phyl Bowring at home in Willowgate, Egford Hill. (Note inside cover). 2

 Mrs K Ashworth’s grave, Dissenters’ cemetery. Rose laying ceremony.

5-39  Frome Society:- highlights of the first 21 years.

5-7 1958 Formation of the Society.

8-9 1959 Frome, full of secret passages.

9-10 1960 Excavations of Roman Nymphaeum at Whatley.

11-14 1964 Preserve wildlife.

15-17 1965 Six years of progress.

17-18 Wallbridge, the last cloth mill. Also photo.

18-19 1966 Frome Museum opened.

19-21 1971 Local poetry evening.

21-5 1972 Saving Marston House.

25-7 1973 Peter Belham’s book, The Making of Frome.

27-30 1974 Wine St. House given to Society. Also photo.

30-2 Little Jack Horner myth dispelled.

32-3 Elizabeth Rowe - Plaque to Frome poet.

33-5 1977 The Boyle Cross plaque unveiled. Also photo of ceremony.

35-6 1978 The Bounds of Selwood Book by M.McGarvie.

36-7 1979 Vallis Manor. Also photo.

38-9 1980 The Society comes of age.

40-59 Gerard Laroche, American soldier & Artist. Details of his life & some of his drawings when stationed at Mar-
ston House. (Vol 6)

60-91 Survey of the Manor & Liberty of Mells in 1515. Joan Thornes. Details of boundaries, owners, rents etc. Also
sketch map of Liberty.

92 Verses on the death of Mr John Smith, clothier, 1745. Dr. Samuel Bowden.

93-106 Fussell's trial Balance Lock; a boat lift near Mells. Derrick Hunt & Adrian Tuddenham. Also map, photos of
excavations & plans.

107-11 Waldegrave letters. Written to Frances, 7th Lady Waldegrave of Chewton Mendip (1821-79) by 1st Marquess
of Clanricarde (1802-74). Susan Rands. Also two portraits.

112 Local Figures, No. 12. Mrs Oakes of Garston House, Frome. Photo of 1860s.

113 Alphabet in Verse (for the use of children). Dr. Samuel Bowden, 1748.

114-24 Quarrying in Somerset. MMcGarvie. Also sketch & photos.

125 Local Buildings, No. 12. Cockey's Manor, Spring Road. (Since demolished).

125-7 The Horner Monument, Mells Church. M.McGarvie.

128-30 J.W. Singer & Sons, Frome. Mrs Dorothy Dutch. Taken from The Somerset Magazine, 1970.

130-8 Lullington Church. Monumental inscriptions. Sir Mervyn Medlycott. Also drawing of church, pre-1862 restora-
tion.

139 Research for cash. Letter from Record Keeper of St. John's, Frome to client. 1850.

140 Frome photos. Includes Market Place, c. 1900 & interior of St John's spire, 1983.

142-3 Obituaries. 1. Mrs Phyllis Bowring. 2. Mr Colin Hughes.

144 Poster: Declaration of Peace. Events in Frome to celebrate end of (Second) Boer War, 1902.

Back cover: Notice in Somerset Standard, 1961, advertising Frome Society lecture on Ghosts.
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Volume 13 2009

Cover: Thomas Smymmer Champneys and his sister Caroline. (Note inside cover)

2 Photo of F.S.L.S. Members at Marston House on the occasion of the Golden Jubilee celebrations.

3 Foreword by Alastair MacLeay.

5 - 18 St Aldhelm by H. M. Porter .Also photos,a drawing and reproduction of a painting by W. W. Wheatley

19 - 26 The Woollen Industry in Frome. “The Story of Messrs. Alfred H. Tucker, Ltd”. Also photos.

27 - 29 Frome and Bradford-on-Avon by A. MacLeay. A short comparison of two market towns .

30 - 34 Lady Louisa at Longleat, 1756, excerpts from her diary.

35 - 47 John Strachey, FRS and Local Antiquities in 1730 by M. McGarvie. Also plans.

48 - 60 The Thrashers of Frome (Part 2) by T. Thrasher. Also photo P. 57.

61 - 65 George Priestly, Early Frome Locomotive Engineer by T. Thrasher. Also drawing P. 64.

66 Frome Buildings No.13 Also plan of Seymour’s Court, Beckington.

67 - 71 The Autobiography of Arthur Messiter. Also photo P. 69.

72 - 79 Joshua Parsons and John Snow by Dr. N. S. Galbraith. Also portrait P. 74.

80 - 82 Limericks by Mrs. R. Wilson.

83 - 85 A Mells Hallemote of 1358 by Mrs. J. Thornes.

86 Frome Portraits No. 13 Photo of Frome Rural Districts Council’s Foden steam lorry and team about 1930.

87 - 89 Marston’s Antique Maps. Also engraving of Iron Bridge, Coalbrookdale P. 88.

90 - 91 Vallis Limestone Quarries. Also photo P. 91.

92-104 Index of Year Book Contents 1987 - 2008 by R.Wallis.

Back Cover: Early Advertisement for John Gerrett, Vallis Way “The Nautical Smoker”.

Volume 14 2011

Cover:painting of Lord Carlingford by Tissot

2  Unveiling of the plaque at Frome Railway Station

3  Foreword by Alastair MacLeay

5 - 17 Memoirs of an American GI by Gérard LaRoche

18  The Lament of Emma Jane by Lorna Joan Tole

19 -20 The Portrait of Bishop Thomas Ken

21 - 28 Restoration of Bishop Ken’s Monument at Frome

29 - 32 The ‘Bishop Ken’ Tiles at St John's Church, Frome by Richard Myers

33 - 38 Letters from James Dart, Steward to Lord Carlingford by Susan Rands

39 - 44 The Monument to Lady Waldegrave in Chewton Mendip Church by Susan Rands

45 - 48 The Houlton Family by Richard Ferris



49 -52 Frome Portraits No.14 The Middleton Portraits

53 - 59 Secrets of the Linen Press by Owen Dicker and Margaret Nuth

60  Frome Buildings No 14 Irongates

61 - 73 Reminiscences and Early Recollections of the Dowling Family

74  Nunney Fair Charter 1260

75 - 79 A Minor Mystery: James Mario Matra by Michael McGarvie

80  Extraordinary Ornithological Fact

81 - 84 Quakers in Frome collated by Rita Miller

85 - 90 William George, Handlemaker (1844 - 1931) by Philip John George

91 - 94 The Early Days of the Frome Society for Local Study by Hilary Daniel

95 - 104 A Vision of the Future of Frome by Rodney Goodall

Back Cover: Advertisement for J Tuck, Bookseller, Whittox Lane, Frome
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